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CONTROL  OF  TREE  SQUIRRELS 
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Tree  squirrels  are  found  in  most  of  the  forested  areas 
of  the  United  States.  Although  these  squirrels  have  many  local 
names,  they  are  included  in  the  following  groups:   gray,  fox, 
tassel-eared,  flying,  and  red  (or  chickaree)  squirrels. 

The  tassel-eared  and  red  squirrels  are  usually  found 
among  cone-bearing  trees,  whereas  the  others  may  be  found  among 
hardwoods  and  conifers.   Flying  squirrels  are  active  chiefly  at 
night,  and  most  other  species,  during  the  early  morning  and  late 
afternoon.  Tree  squirrels  do  not  hibernate,  although  during 
severe  cold  or  wet  weather  they  remain  in  their  nests  for  several 
days.  A  litter  of  2  to  7  young  is  born  in  the  early  spring,  with 
a  second  litter  sometimes  arriving  in  late  August  (the  second 
litter  is  most  common  in  the  Southern  States).  The  young  remain 
in  the  nest  at  least  six  weeks  before  going  out  on  their  own. 


Tree  squirrels  are  usually  beneficial,  and  as  such  receive 
legal  protection  in  many  States o  However,  they  sometimes  cause  damage 
and  it  becomes  necessary  to  control  them.  They  may  invade  attics, 
destroy  growing  plants  and  fruit,  dig  up  newly  planted  bulbs,  and 
strip  bark  or  leaves  from  shade  trees  and  shrubs »  They  have  been 
known  to  attack  pedestrians  in  public  parks,  seemingly  without  cause. 
Utility  companies  report  that  squirrels  often  cause  them  considerable 
work  and  expense  when  they  gnaw  through  cables.  They  occasionally 
invade  orchards  during  the  late  summer  and  have  been  known  to  destroy 
from  500  to  600  bushels  of  fruit  in  one  orchard  within  a  few  days. 

Driving  Squirrels  from  Buildings 

Squirrels  can  often  be  driven  from  attics  and  unused  cabins 
by  the  use  of  paradichlorobenzine  crystals,  naphthalene  flakes,  or 
moth  balls.  Close  all  doors,  windows,  and  large  openings  in  the 
rooms  to  be  treated  and  scatter  the  material  liberally  (four  or  five 
pounds  is  sufficient  for  most  rooms).  After  the  squirrels  have  left, 
close  all  openings  to  keep  them  from  re-entering,   (If  they  should 
manage  to  get  back  in,  however,  repeat  the  treatment.)  Tree  squirrels 
usually  enter  through  openings  near  the  eaves  of  a  building.  Check 
for  unscreened  attic  ventilators  and  spaces  under  the  eaves  where  the 
sheathing  does  not  fit  the  overhanging  roof.  Knots  that  may  have 
fallen  out  from  boards  leave  holes  that  can  be  enlarged  by  the  squirrels, 
so  patch  them.  Openings  where  telephone  and  electric  cables  enter  the 
buildings  can  sometimes  be  used  by  squirrels.  Metal  around  chimneys 
may  also  work  loose,  making  enough  of  an  opening  for  the  squirrels  to 
enter.  They  scmetimes  crawl  down  fireplace  chimneys  when  the  dampers 
do  not  close  securely.  Close  large  openings  around  water  and  waste 
pipes.  Check  doors  and  windows  —  if  they  are  left  open,  be  sure  to 
use  screens. 

Squirrels  may  gnaw  new  openings  into  buildings.  This  can 
be  prevented  by  coating  the  wood  with  a  repellent  paint.   One  suggestion 
is  a  mixture  of  asphalt  emulsion,  copper  carbonate  and  water.  Mix  three 
pounds  of  asphalt  emulsion  and  two  quarts  water,  then  add  two  pounds  of 
copper  carbonate.  Stir  well  and  apply  with  a  brush  to  wood  being  gnawed 
by  the  squirrels.  The  black  color  of  this  paint  may  make  it  undesirable 
for  many  locations.   Some  wood  preservative  containing  copper  naphthenate 
may  have  value  for  the  same  purpose.   If  the  green  color  is  objectionable, 
zinc  naphthenate  may  be  used* 

At  times  squirrels  jump  on  roof  tops  from  nearby  trees.  Metal 
bands  about  2  feet  wide,  fastened  around  the  trunks  at  a  height  of  6  to 
8  feet,  will  keep  squirrels  from  climbing  isolated  trees,  but  are  value- 
less if  squirrels  can  jump  from  tree  to  tree.  Remove  all  branches  which 
hang  to  within  six  feet  of  the  ground  so  they  cannot  jump  onto  the  limbs. 
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Protecting  Trees  and  Shrubs 

Use  of  metal  bands  on  trees  and 
removing  low  branches  will  prevent  squirrels 
from  damaging  shade  and  fruit  trees  if  these 
trees  are  sufficiently  far  apart »  Shrubs, 
flowers,  and  garden  plants  can  be  partially 
protected  by  spraying  the  plants  with  a  solu- 
tion composed  of  1  teaspoonful  of  Lysol  or 
3  ounces  of  Epsom  Salts  added  to  1  gallon  of 
water,  or  normal  insecticidal  strength  nico- 
tine sulfate o  These  sprays  wash  off  easily, 
so  they  must  be  repeated  often.  Sprays  con- 
taining zinc  dimethyl  dithiocarbamate  -  cyclo- 
hexylamine  complex  (Z.A.Co)  may  also  be  useful 
in  minimizing  dainage  to  growing  plants.  These 
sprays  will  not  wash  off  as  easily  as  the  others, 
but  they  too,  of  course,  must  be  repeated  often 
enough  to  keep  new  growth  covered.  Repellents 
are  not  absolutely  effective.   If  squirrels 
cannot  find  other  foods,  they  may  eat  the  treated 
flowers  and  shrubs  anyway. 

Catching  Squirrels  Alive 

Squirrels  usually  follow  regular  routes 
of  travel,  and  live  traps  or  small  versions  of 
the  common  box  trap,  placed  in  such  trails  prove 
quite  effective.  Be  sure  the  trap  works  easily 
and  closes  tightly  enough  to  hold  the  trapped 
animal.  A  small-sized  trap  is  best  since  there 
is  less  danger  of  accidentally  catching  a  larger 
animal.   (If  such  traps  are  not  readily  available 
locally,  request  a  catalog  from  either  the  Allcock 
Manufacturing  Company,  Box  551,  Ossining,  New  York, 
or  the  National  Live  Trap  Company,  Tomahawk,  Wis- 
consin.) Suggested  baits  include  nut  meats,  pump- 
kin or  sunflower  seeds,  peanuts,  peanut  butter, 
rolled  oats,  or  other  similar  food.  Tie  the  bait 
to  the  trigger  of  the  snap  trap  or  place  on  the 
floor  of  the  box  trap.  Place  the  trap  with  its 
front  toward  the  trail  or  near  the  opening  of  a 
burrow.  Sprinkling  rolled  oats  at  the  outside 
of  the  entrance  helps  attract  the  rodents. 


Killing  Squirrels 


CONSULT  YOUR  STATE  GAME  LAWS  BEFORE  APPLYING  CONTROL  MEASURES 


Traps e  Noc  0  or  No,  1  steel  traps,  or  scissor  traps 
of  the  conibear  design,  baited  with  the  foods  mentioned  on 
page  3,  are  good  for  removing  unwanted  animals o  Special  permits 
are  generally  required  to  use  traps  which  will  cause  the  death 
of  the  captured  squirrel o 

Shootingo   If  shooting  of  squirrels  is  permitted  in 
your  area,  a  small-gauge  shotgun  is  preferable  to  a  rifle» 
Hunting  is  most  successful  in  the  early  morning  and  late  afternoonc 

Podson.  Anticoaigulant  rat  baits  are  scwietimes  effective 
in  protecting  summer  cabins  from  squirrel  damage  during  the  winter. 
Put  several  trays  or  small  bags  of  bciit  around  the  attic.   These 
poisons  —  diphacinone,  fumarin,  pival,  PMP,  and  warfarin  —  can  be 
purchased  as  ready-made  baits,  or  as  ingredients  for  home-made  bait, 
with  instructions  on  the  package.   (Add  about  2  tablespoonfuls  of 
ground  nuts  or  peanut  butter  per  pound  of  ready -mixed  bait.) 

A  disadvantage  to  poisoning  inside  buildings  is  that 
the  squirrels  may  die  in  hard-to-reach  places.   In  some  cases,  it 
is  possible  to  bait  them  outside  the  buildings,  using  wooden  boxes 
to  protect  the  bait.   It  may  be  a  few  weeks  before  the  squirrels 
will  enter  such  boxes. 
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